Paid in Full

Power of sin broken

1 Corinthians 1:18 (NLT) The message of the cross is foolish to those who are
headed for destruction! But we who are being saved know it is the very power of
God.

Historical Fact

1 Corinthians 15:1-8 (NLT) Let me now remind you, dear brothers and sisters, of
the Good News | preached to you before. You welcomed it then, and you still
stand firm in it. 2 It is this Good News that saves you if you continue to believe the
message | told you—unless, of course, you believed something that was never
true in the first place. ® | passed on to you what was most important and what
had also been passed on to me. Christ died for our sins, just as the Scriptures
said.

* He was buried, and he was raised from the dead on the third day, just as the
Scriptures said.

% He was seen by Peter and then by the Twelve. ® After that, he was seen by
more than 500 of his followers at one time, most of whom are still alive, though
some have died.
" Then he was seen by James and later by all the apostles.
8 Last of all, as though | had been born at the wrong time, | also saw him.
The great Easter truth is not that we are to live newly after death -- that
is not the great thing -- but that we are to live here and now by the power
of the resurrection; not so much that we are to live forever as that we are

to, and may, live nobly now because we are to live forever.

- Phillip Brooks

My concern — last year

That we learn to live in the forgiveness of God but and not live in the freedom he
has intended.

It is finished



John 19:28-30 (NLT) Jesus knew that his mission was now finished, and to fulfill
Scripture he said, “l am thirsty.” ?° A jar of sour wine was sitting there, so they
soaked a sponge in it, put it on a hyssop branch, and held it up to his lips.

30 When Jesus had tasted it, he said, “It is finished!” Then he bowed his head and
released his spirit.

It has been “Paid In Full” — What does that mean? We are to live in the power of
the resurrection! But what does that mean?

Hebrews 9:14 (NLT) Just think how much more the blood of Christ will purify our
consciences from sinful deeds so that we can worship the living God. For by the
power of the eternal Spirit, Christ offered himself to God as a perfect sacrifice for
our sins.

Galatians 5:1 (NIV) It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then,
and do not let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery.

It is for Freedom that Christ has made us free.
How do we live in that freedom?

2 Corinthians 5:17 (NLT) This means that anyone who belongs to Christ has
become a new person. The old life is gone; a new life has begun!

Romans 6:1-12 (New Living Translation) Well then, should we keep on sinning
so that God can show us more and more of his wonderful grace? 2 Of course not!
Since we have died to sin, how can we continue to live in it? * Or have you
forgotten that when we were joined with Christ Jesus in baptism, we joined him in
his death?

% For we died and were buried with Christ by baptism. And just as Christ was
raised from the dead by the glorious power of the Father, now we also may live
new lives.

® Since we have been united with him in his death, we will also be raised to life
as he was. ® We know that our old sinful selves were crucified with Christ so that
sin might lose its power in our lives. We are no longer slaves to sin. " For when
we died with Christ we were set free from the power of sin.

8 And since we died with Christ, we know we will also live with him. ? We are sure
of this because Christ was raised from the dead, and he will never die again.
Death no longer has any power over him. % \When he died, he died once to break
the power of sin. But now that he lives, he lives for the glory of God.



" So you also should consider yourselves to be dead to the power of sin and
alive to God through Christ Jesus. 12 Do not let sin control the way you live; do
not give in to sinful desires.

3 Do not let any part of your body become an instrument of evil to serve sin.
Instead, give yourselves completely to God, for you were dead, but now you
have new life. So use your whole body as an instrument to do what is right for the
glory of God. ' Sin is no longer your master, for you no longer live under the
requirements of the law. Instead, you live under the freedom of God'’s grace.

Hebrews 1:3 (NLT) The Son radiates God’s own glory and expresses the very
character of God, and he sustains everything by the mighty power of his
command. When he had cleansed us from our sins, he sat down in the place of
honor at the right hand of the majestic God in heaven.

It is Finished, Paid in Full Nail



