God’s Dream Your Reality
Week 3 - Distractions

Life’s three greatest questions:

1) The question of existence —why am | alive?

2) The question of significance — does my life matter?
3) The question of intention — what is my purpose?

It is important for us to have dreams for our lives. It is even more important to
know that God has dreams for us?

God’s dream for our lives may be different than our dreams for our lives!

Isaiah 55:8-9 (NLT) “My thoughts are nothing like your thoughts,” says the

Lord. “And my ways are far beyond anything you could imagine. 9 For just as the
heavens are higher than the earth, so my ways are higher than your ways and
my thoughts higher than your thoughts.

Ephesians 2:10 (NLT) For we are God’s masterpiece. He has created us anew in
Christ Jesus, so we can do the good things he planned for us long ago.

1 Corinthians 2:9 (NLT) That is what the Scriptures mean when they say, “No
eye has seen, no ear has heard, and no mind has imagined what God has
prepared for those who love him.”

1 Corinthians 2:10 (NLT) But it was to us that God revealed these things by his
Spirit. For his Spirit searches out everything and shows us God’s deep secrets.

Dreams are Revealed through Relationship

When the relationship stops growing the revelation stops flowing

| would have done more

Distracted by delay

One of the greatest

If it would only just happen quickly

Saul -
1 Samuel 13:5-14 (NKJV) "Then the Philistines gathered together to fight
with Israel, thirty thousand chariots and six thousand horsemen, and people

as the sand which is on the seashore in multitude. And they came up and
encamped in Michmash, to the east of Beth Aven. 6 When the men of Israel



saw that they were in danger (for the people were distressed), then the
people hid in caves, in thickets, in rocks, in holes, and in pits. 7 And some of
the Hebrews crossed over the Jordan to the land of Gad and Gilead. As for
Saul, he was still in Gilgal, and all the people followed him trembling. 8 Then
he waited seven days, according to the time set by Samuel. But Samuel did
not come to Gilgal; and the people were scattered from him. 9 So Saul said,
"Bring a burnt offering and peace offerings here to me." And he offered the
burnt offering. 10 Now it happened, as soon as he had finished presenting the
burnt offering, that Samuel came; and Saul went out to meet him, that he
might greet him. 11 And Samuel said, "What have you done?" And Saul said,
"When | saw that the people were scattered from me, and that you did not
come within the days appointed, and that the Philistines gathered together at
Michmash, 12 "then | said, 'The Philistines will now come down on me at
Gilgal, and | have not made supplication to the LORD.' Therefore | felt
compelled, and offered a burnt offering."

13 And Samuel said to Saul, "You have done foolishly. You have not kept the
commandment of the LORD your God, which He commanded you. For now
the LORD would have established your kingdom over |Israel forever. 14 "But
now your kingdom shall not continue. The LORD has sought for Himself a
man after His own heart, and the LORD has commanded him to be
commander over His people, because you have not kept what the LORD
commanded you."

1 Samuel 15 Saul was distracted by materialism
Distracted by Delay
Aaron & The Children of Israel because he was gone too long

Exodus 32:1-6 (NKJV) Now when the people saw that Moses delayed
coming down from the mountain, the people gathered together to Aaron, and
said to him, "Come, make us gods that shall go before us; for as for this
Moses, the man who brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we do not know
what has become of him." 2 And Aaron said to them, "Break off the golden
earrings which are in the ears of your wives, your sons, and your daughters,
and bring them to me." 3 "So all the people broke off the golden earrings
which were in their ears, and brought them to Aaron. 4 And he received the
gold from their hand, and he fashioned it with an engraving tool, and made a
molded calf. Then they said, "This is your god, O Israel, that brought you out
of the land of Egypt!" 5 So when Aaron saw it, he built an altar before it. And
Aaron made a proclamation and said, "Tomorrow is a feast to the LORD." 6
Then they rose early on the next day, offered burnt offerings, and brought
peace offerings; and the people sat down to eat and drink, and rose up to

play.



Abraham and Sara had Ishmael because of their impatience wait on the child
of promise.

Lot’s wife distracted by attractions of the past

Genesis 19:15,17, 26 When the morning dawned, the angels urged Lot to
hurry, saying, "Arise, take your wife and your two daughters who are here,
lest you be consumed in the punishment of the city." 17 So it came to pass,
when they had brought them outside, that he said, "Escape for your life! Do
not look behind you nor stay anywhere in the plain. Escape to the mountains,
lest you be destroyed."

26 But his wife looked back behind him, and she became a pillar of salt.

2 Samuel 11:1-5 (NIV) In the spring of the year, when kings normally go out
to war, David sent Joab and the Israelite army to fight the Ammonites. They
destroyed the Ammonite army and laid siege to the city of Rabbah. However,
David stayed behind in Jerusalem.

2 Late one afternoon, after his midday rest, David got out of bed and was
walking on the roof of the palace. As he looked out over the city, he noticed a
woman of unusual beauty taking a bath. 3 He sent someone to find out who
she was, and he was told, “She is Bathsheba, the daughter of Eliam and the
wife of Uriah the Hittite.”

4 Then David sent messengers to get her; and when she came to the palace,
he slept with her. She had just completed the purification rites after having her
menstrual period. Then she returned home. 5 Later, when Bathsheba
discovered that she was pregnant, she sent David a message, saying, “I'm
pregnant.”

David is distracted boredom
God’s Heart

2 Samuel 12:7-9 (NKJV) Then Nathan said to David, “You are the man! Thus
says the LORD God of Israel: ‘| anointed you king over Israel, and | delivered
you from the hand of Saul. 8 | gave you your master’s house and your
master’s wives into your keeping, and gave you the house of Israel and
Judah. And if that had been too little, | also would have given you much more!
9 Why have you despised the commandment of the LORD, to do evil in His
sight?



It is important to hold fast to the vision God has given to you as well as the
things He has already done for you!

Jesus our example

Luke 4:42-44 (NKJV) Now when it was day, He departed and went into a
deserted place. And the crowd sought Him and came to Him, and tried to keep
Him from leaving them; 43 but He said to them, “| must preach the kingdom of
God to the other cities also, because for this purpose | have been sent.” 44 And
He was preaching in the synagogues of Galilee.

John 5:19 (NKJV) Then Jesus answered and said to them, “Most assuredly, |
say to you, the Son can do nothing of Himself, but what He sees the Father
do; for whatever He does, the Son also does in like manner.

If you do fail strengthen that which remains and move on

Revelation 3:2-3 (NKJV) "Be watchful, and strengthen the things which remain,
that are ready to die, for | have not found your works perfect before God. 3
"Remember therefore how you have received and heard; hold fast and repent.
Therefore if you will not watch, | will come upon you as a thief, and you will not
know what hour | will come upon you.

Hebrews 12:12-13 (NKJV) Therefore strengthen the hands which hang down,
and the feeble knees, 13 and make straight paths for your feet, so that what is
lame may not be dislocated, but rather be healed.

Finally

Philippians 1:3-6 (NKJV) | thank my God upon every remembrance of you, 4
always in every prayer of mine making request for you all with joy, 5 for your
fellowship in the gospel from the first day until now, 6 being confident of this very
thing, that He who has begun a good work in you will complete it until the day of
Jesus Christ;

Vision gives hope. Vision gives a sense of destiny & when God gives you
sight it’s because God is giving you a glimpse of what could be in your life
and in your future.

A man without a vision is a man without a future. And a man without a

future will always return to his past.
— Author Unknown
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