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Rescue The Perishing 
 

2 Peter 3:9 (NASB) The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count 
slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to 
come to repentance. 

Religious Leaders 

John 3:1-3 (NLT) There was a man named Nicodemus, a Jewish religious leader 
who was a Pharisee. 2 After dark one evening, he came to speak with Jesus. 
“Rabbi,” he said, “we all know that God has sent you to teach us. Your 
miraculous signs are evidence that God is with you.” 3 Jesus replied, “I tell you 
the truth, unless you are born again, you cannot see the Kingdom of God.” 

The Rich 

 

Luke 18:18-27 (New King James Version) Now a certain ruler asked Him, saying, 
“Good Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?” 19 So Jesus said to him, 
“Why do you call Me good? No one is good but One, that is, God. 20 You know 
the commandments: ‘Do not commit adultery,’ ‘Do not murder,’ ‘Do not steal,’ ‘Do 
not bear false witness,’ ‘Honor your father and your mother.’” 21 And he said, “All 
these things I have kept from my youth.” 22 So when Jesus heard these things, 
He said to him, “You still lack one thing. Sell all that you have and distribute to 
the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow Me.” 23 But 
when he heard this, he became very sorrowful, for he was very rich.   

24 And when Jesus saw that he became very sorrowful, He said, “How hard it is 
for those who have riches to enter the kingdom of God! 25 For it is easier for a 
camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom 
of God.” 26 And those who heard it said, “Who then can be saved?” 27 But He 
said, “The things which are impossible with men are possible with God.” 

That None Perish 

 
Jesus also came because God loved the Leper, the Lame, the Sick, the Poor 
 

John 3:16-17 (NLT) “For God loved the world so much that he gave his one and 
only Son, so that everyone who believes in him will not perish but have eternal 
life. 17 God sent his Son into the world not to judge the world, but to save the 
world through him. 
 
Mars Hill – the religious – the philosophers of this world 

Acts 17:16-34 (New King James Version) Now while Paul waited for them at 
Athens, his spirit was provoked within him when he saw that the city was given 
over to idols. 17 Therefore he reasoned in the synagogue with the Jews and with 
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the Gentile worshipers, and in the marketplace daily with those who happened to 
be there. 18 Then certain Epicurean and Stoic philosophers encountered him. 
And some said, “What does this babbler want to say?” Others said, “He seems to 
be a proclaimer of foreign gods,” because he preached to them Jesus and the 
resurrection. 19 And they took him and brought him to the Areopagus, saying, 
“May we know what this new doctrine is of which you speak? 20 For you are 
bringing some strange things to our ears. Therefore we want to know what these 
things mean.” 21 For all the Athenians and the foreigners who were there spent 
their time in nothing else but either to tell or to hear some new thing.  

Addressing the Areopagus 

Acts 17:22-34 (NKJV)  Then Paul stood in the midst of the Areopagus and said, 
“Men of Athens, I perceive that in all things you are very religious; 23 for as I was 
passing through and considering the objects of your worship, I even found an 
altar with this inscription:  
      TO THE UNKNOWN GOD. 
   Therefore, the One whom you worship without knowing, Him I proclaim to you:  

24 God, who made the world and everything in it, since He is Lord of heaven and 
earth, does not dwell in temples made with hands. 25 Nor is He worshiped with 
men’s hands, as though He needed anything, since He gives to all life, breath, 
and all things. 26 And He has made from one blood[c] every nation of men to 
dwell on all the face of the earth, and has determined their preappointed times 
and the boundaries of their dwellings, 27 so that they should seek the Lord, in the 
hope that they might grope for Him and find Him, though He is not far from each 
one of us; 28 for in Him we live and move and have our being, as also some of 
your own poets have said, ‘For we are also His offspring.’ 29 Therefore, since we 
are the offspring of God, we ought not to think that the Divine Nature is like gold 
or silver or stone, something shaped by art and man’s devising. 30 Truly, these 
times of ignorance God overlooked, but now commands all men everywhere to 
repent, 31 because He has appointed a day on which He will judge the world in 
righteousness by the Man whom He has ordained. He has given assurance of 
this to all by raising Him from the dead.” 32 And when they heard of the 
resurrection of the dead, some mocked, while others said, “We will hear you 
again on this matter.” 33 So Paul departed from among them. 34 However, some 
men joined him and believed, among them Dionysius the Areopagite, a woman 
named Damaris, and others with them. 

 
Contend for the Faith 
 
Jude 1:1-4 (NLT) This letter is from Jude, a slave of Jesus Christ and a brother of 
James. I am writing to all who have been called by God the Father, who loves 
you and keeps you safe in the care of Jesus Christ. 2 May God give you more 
and more mercy, peace, and love. 3 Dear friends, I had been eagerly planning to 
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write to you about the salvation we all share. But now I find that I must write 
about something else, urging you to defend the faith that God has entrusted once 
for all time to his holy people. 4 I say this because some ungodly people have 
wormed their way into your churches, saying that God’s marvelous grace allows 
us to live immoral lives. The condemnation of such people was recorded long 
ago, for they have denied our only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ. 
 

Jude 1:3 (NKJV) Beloved, while I was very diligent to write to you 

concerning our common salvation, I found it necessary to write 

to you exhorting you to contend earnestly for the faith which was 

once for all delivered to the saints. 
 
2 Stories Jason and Trey 
 
Luke 19:41-46 (NKJV) Now as He drew near, He saw the city and wept over it, 
42 saying, “If you had known, even you, especially in this your day, the things 
that make for your peace! But now they are hidden from your eyes. 43 For days 
will come upon you when your enemies will build an embankment around you, 
surround you and close you in on every side, 44 and level you, and your children 
within you, to the ground; and they will not leave in you one stone upon another, 
because you did not know the time of your visitation.” 45 Then He went into the 
temple and began to drive out those who bought and sold in it, 46 saying to 
them, “It is written, ‘My house is a house of prayer,’  but you have made it a ‘den 
of thieves.’” 

Ezekiel 9:1-11 (NLT) Then the LORD thundered, “Bring on the men appointed to 
punish the city! Tell them to bring their weapons with them!” 2 Six men soon 
appeared from the upper gate that faces north, each carrying a deadly weapon in 
his hand. With them was a man dressed in linen, who carried a writer’s case at 
his side. They all went into the Temple courtyard and stood beside the bronze 
altar.  3 Then the glory of the God of Israel rose up from between the cherubim, 
where it had rested, and moved to the entrance of the Temple. And the LORD 
called to the man dressed in linen who was carrying the writer’s case. 4 He said 
to him, “Walk through the streets of Jerusalem and put a mark on the foreheads 
of all who weep and sigh because of the detestable sins being committed in their 
city.” 5 Then I heard the LORD say to the other men, “Follow him through the city 
and kill everyone whose forehead is not marked. Show no mercy; have no pity! 6 
Kill them all—old and young, girls and women and little children. But do not touch 
anyone with the mark. Begin right here at the Temple.” So they began by killing 
the seventy leaders. 7 “Defile the Temple!” the LORD commanded. “Fill its 
courtyards with corpses. Go!” So they went and began killing throughout the 
city. 8 While they were out killing, I was all alone. I fell face down on the ground 
and cried out, “O Sovereign LORD! Will your fury against Jerusalem wipe out 
everyone left in Israel?” 9 Then he said to me, “The sins of the people of Israel 
and Judah are very, very great. The entire land is full of murder; the city is filled 
with injustice. They are saying, ‘The LORD doesn’t see it! The LORD has 
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abandoned the land!’ 10 So I will not spare them or have any pity on them. I will 
fully repay them for all they have done.” 11 Then the man in linen clothing, who 
carried the writer’s case, reported back and said, “I have done as you 
commanded.” 

That None Perish 

Being able to see the end of it 

Luke 16:19-26 (NKJV) “There was a certain rich man who was clothed in purple 
and fine linen and fared sumptuously every day. 20 But there was a certain 
beggar named Lazarus, full of sores, who was laid at his gate, 21 desiring to be 
fed with the crumbs which fell from the rich man’s table. Moreover the dogs came 
and licked his sores. 22 So it was that the beggar died, and was carried by the 
angels to Abraham’s bosom. The rich man also died and was buried. 23 And 
being in torments in Hades, he lifted up his eyes and saw Abraham afar off, and 
Lazarus in his bosom.  24 “Then he cried and said, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy 
on me, and send Lazarus that he may dip the tip of his finger in water and cool 
my tongue; for I am tormented in this flame.’ 25 But Abraham said, ‘Son, 
remember that in your lifetime you received your good things, and likewise 
Lazarus evil things; but now he is comforted and you are tormented. 26 And 
besides all this, between us and you there is a great gulf fixed, so that those who 
want to pass from here to you cannot, nor can those from there pass to us.’ 

How Fanny Crosby came to write "Rescue the Perishing."  

"I remember writing the hymn in 1869. It was written following a personal 
experience at the New York City Bowery Mission. I usually tried to get to the 
mission at least one night a week to talk to 'my boys.' I was addressing a large 
company of working men one hot summer evening, when the thought kept 
forcing itself on my mind that some mother's boy must be rescued that night or 
he might be eternally lost. So I made a pressing plea that if there was a boy 
present who had wandered from his mother's home and teaching, he should 
come to me at the end of the service. A young man of 18 came forward - 'Did you 
mean me, Miss Crosby? I promised my mother to meet her in heaven, but as I 
am now living, that will be impossible.' We prayed for him and suddenly he arose 
with a new light in his eyes - 'Now I am ready to meet my mother in heaven, for I 
have found God.'" (Fanny Crosby's Story - S. Trevena Jackson p.76) 

 


