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Paid In Full – Living in the Fullness of What Christ Purchased 

What does it mean to live in the fullness of all that Jesus purchased for us 
on the Cross? How do we live in the resurrection power of the Cross? 

Colossians 1 

Greetings from Paul 

1 This letter is from Paul, chosen by the will of God to be an apostle of Christ 
Jesus, and from our brother Timothy.  

 2 We are writing to God’s holy people in the city of Colosse, who are faithful 
brothers and sisters in Christ.  

   May God our Father give you grace and peace.  

We can think of a population of perhaps 10,000 for Colossae at that time. The 
estimates for Rome's population are closer to 1 million than to 2 million. As for 
Ephesus, our own article states that it was second only to Rome in the late 
republic and that it had 400,000 to 500,000 inhabitants in A.D. 100. 

Here is a church in a relatively small town. A town that is only significant in the 
scriptures because of what God is doing there.  

Paul’s Thanksgiving and Prayer 

 3 We always pray for you, and we give thanks to God, the Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 4 For we have heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and your love for 
all of God’s people, 5 which come from your confident hope of what God has 
reserved for you in heaven. You have had this expectation ever since you first 
heard the truth of the Good News.  
 
God begins to do powerful things in our lives the moment we accept Him! 
 
Paul had never been there and to our knowledge never would visit there. 

 6 This same Good News that came to you is going out all over the world. It is 
bearing fruit everywhere by changing lives, just as it changed your lives from the 
day you first heard and understood the truth about God’s wonderful grace.  

� Testimony of a healthy growing church is healthy growing believers. 
 

� Life change begins happening from the moment we receive Jesus. 
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Mark 11:12-14 (NLT) The next morning as they were leaving Bethany, 
Jesus was hungry. 13 He noticed a fig tree in full leaf a little way off, so he 
went over to see if he could find any figs. But there were only leaves 
because it was too early in the season for fruit. 14 Then Jesus said to the 
tree, “May no one ever eat your fruit again!” And the disciples heard him 
say it. 

� We can live Holy because Jesus broke the power of sin.  

2 Timothy 1:9-10 (NLT) For God saved us and called us to live a holy life. 
He did this, not because we deserved it, but because that was his plan 
from before the beginning of time—to show us his grace through Christ 
Jesus. 10 And now he has made all of this plain to us by the appearing of 
Christ Jesus, our Savior. He broke the power of death and illuminated the 
way to life and immortality through the Good News.  

7 You learned about the Good News from Epaphras, our beloved co-worker. 
He is Christ’s faithful servant, and he is helping us on your behalf. 8 He has 
told us about the love for others that the Holy Spirit has given you.  

� The Holy Spirit gives us supernatural love for others. 
 

o Romans 5:3-5 (NLT) We can rejoice, too, when we run into 
problems and trials, for we know that they help us develop 
endurance. 4 And endurance develops strength of character, and 
character strengthens our confident hope of salvation. 5 And this 
hope will not lead to disappointment. For we know how dearly God 
loves us, because he has given us the Holy Spirit to fill our hearts 
with his love. 
 

o John 13:35 (NLT) Your love for one another will prove to the world 
that you are my disciples.” 

 9 So we have not stopped praying for you since we first heard about you. We 
ask God to give you complete knowledge of his will and to give you spiritual 
wisdom and understanding. 10 Then the way you live will always honor and 
please the Lord, and your lives will produce every kind of good fruit. All the while, 
you will grow as you learn to know God better and better. 

� Fruit: 
o Fruit of Repentance 
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Acts 26:20 (NLT) I preached first to those in Damascus, then in 
Jerusalem and throughout all Judea, and also to the Gentiles, that 
all must repent of their sins and turn to God—and prove they have 
changed by the good things they do. 

o Fruit of the Spirit 

Galatians 5:22-23 (NLT) But the Holy Spirit produces this kind of 
fruit in our lives: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, 23 gentleness, and self-control. There is no law against 
these things!  

o Fruit of Spiritual Reproduction  
You learned about the Good News from Epaphras, (v7) 

Once Epaphras came to know Jesus personally and was saved he 
began telling his friends and relatives back home. He could have 
chosen to stay with Paul but rather felt a responsibility to share the 
Gospel with his friends and family. 

God’s Word is the only seed that can be planted anywhere and it will 
produce a harvest. 

This Church was likely panted by Epaphras and Philemon, two layman. 

What are we doing to reach the smaller towns around us? 

11 We also pray that you will be strengthened with all his glorious power so you 
will have all the endurance and patience you need. May you be filled with joy, 12 
always thanking the Father. He has enabled you to share in the inheritance that 
belongs to his people, who live in the light. 13 For he has rescued us from the 
kingdom of darkness and transferred us into the Kingdom of his dear Son, 14 who 
purchased our freedom and forgave our sins.  

Galatians 5:19-21 (NLT) When you follow the desires of your sinful nature, 
the results are very clear: sexual immorality, impurity, lustful pleasures, 20 
idolatry, sorcery, hostility, quarreling, jealousy, outbursts of anger, selfish 
ambition, dissension, division, 21 envy, drunkenness, wild parties, and other 
sins like these. Let me tell you again, as I have before, that anyone living that 
sort of life will not inherit the Kingdom of God.  

Galatians 5:22-23 (NLT) But the Holy Spirit produces this kind of fruit in our 
lives: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 
gentleness, and self-control. There is no law against these things!  
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Galatians 5:24 (NLT) Those who belong to Christ Jesus have nailed the 
passions and desires of their sinful nature to his cross and crucified them 
there.  

� Nail it to the Cross 
 
 


